
 

Southmoreland Primary Center to Southmoreland Elementary School: 

 Our school begins working with pre-k providers in October. We schedule 4 activities (Read With 

Me night, Kindergarten Kickoff, Kindergarten Screening and Kindergarten Orientation) that allows 

students and parents to meet teachers, see campus and to become comfortable with us. Parents meet 

with us in the Kindergarten Orientation and meet with the principal, counselor, nurse, food service 

director and secretaries while students attend activities. We provide parent make it/take it events at the 

school and have built a library in our one of our housing developments where students can come and 

take books from areas in the neighborhood. We hold a holiday event where we work with parents at the 

development and have books for the kids and food for all (which we buy with our own money). 

 We have an annual transition visit to SES in May, and all first grade students come to meet 

second grade students with whom they have corresponded during the year. The first graders meet the 

principal, counselor and nurse and then walk the school and visit with their pen pals. The first graders 

then have lunch at SES before returning to school for the afternoon. 

Southmoreland Elementary School to Southmoreland Middle School: 

Near the end of a student’s 5th grade year they are asked in their English Class to write 

a letter to a 6th grade student about any concerns that they might have in coming to the Middle 

School.  The 6th Grade Class then writes back and answers their letter in a TEXXXI informational 

Letter adding additional pertinent information. 

We then plan a transition afternoon when all of the 5th grade students come to the 

Middle School to hear from the 6th grade teachers, tour the Middle School and hear from the 

6th graders about their experience. 

With organization being a key, we always purchase binders and set them up with 

separate folders in the order of their schedule the first week.  This year, the organizers are a big 

hit and worked just as well.  It certainly helps with organization!  

Autistic Support Students have an additional opportunity:  In May, the 5th graders 

shadow our sixth graders for half a day.  

Learning Support Students have an additional opportunity where they come to the 

Middle School to meet with the Learning Support Teacher for the following: math fluency 

levels, math computation levels, reading fluency levels, reading comprehension levels, and 

written expression levels.  They are also given a student interest survey, which is important for 

both the teacher and the beginning of the transition section of the IEP.  In gaining these levels it 

provides the learning support teacher with areas of need to focus on and the opportunity to 

write an IEP that truly reflects the student individually.  This meeting also provides the students  



 

 

 

with a sense of security in meeting one of their teachers one on one. This makes the beginning 

of a new school year less stressful and less anxiety driven.   

Southmoreland High School: 

 

Our HS counselors visit with 8th grade students in spring (typically March) to go over 

 scheduling for 9th grade and to discuss the changes in building and offerings at SHS. 

 

In the first week of August, we have freshman orientation at the school and an Open 

House in the week prior to school’s official first day. 

 


